
loons, how they had been dealt with or
whether they had government or military
links. “It is also common for US balloons to
illegally enter the airspace of  other coun-
tries,” Wang said at a daily briefing.

“Since last year, US high-altitude balloons
have illegally flown over China’s airspace
more than 10 times without the approval of
Chinese authorities.” 

Wang said the US should “first reflect on

itself  and change course, rather than smear
and instigate a confrontation”.

In Washington, National Security Coun-
cil spokesperson Adrienne Watson said on
Monday that any claim that the US govern-
ment operates surveillance balloons over
China is false.

“It is China that has a high-altitude sur-
veillance balloon programme for intelli-
gence collection, connected to the People’s
Liberation Army, that it has used to violate

the sovereignty of  the United States and
over 40 countries across five continents,”
Watson said.

“This is the latest example of  China
scrambling to do damage control. It has re-
peatedly and wrongly claimed the surveil-
lance balloon it sent over the United States
was a weather balloon and to this day has
failed to offer any credible explanations for
its intrusion into our airspace and the air-
space of  others.” 

AP / Beijing

China on Monday said more than 10 US high-al-
titude balloons have flown in its airspace dur-
ing the past year without its permission, fol-
lowing Washington’s accusation that Beijing

operates a fleet of  surveillance balloons around
the world.

The United States denied that it operates any
surveillance balloons over China.

The Chinese allegation came after the US
shot down a suspected Chinese spy balloon that
had crossed from Alaska to South Carolina,
sparking a new crisis in bilateral relations that
have spiralled to their lowest level in decades.

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wen-
bin gave no details about the alleged US bal-
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China says more than 10 US balloons flew in its airspace

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin


